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What is the Unified Registry?  

Implementation 

of selective 

policies 

targeted at low 

income families 

No duplication 

 

Integration 

 

Rationalization 

It is a map of low income families in Brazil, gathering 

identification, household, family and personal data 

condensed in 80 questions. 

Unified Registry 

identifies and gives the 

profile of low income 

families 



23 million families registered, corresponding to 

more than 75 million people; 

More than 20 national programs and policies use 

the information of the Unified Registry at federal 

level. 

What is the Unified Registry?  



 

 

It is a regime 

 It is legislation: rules and norms. 

 It is a conceptual body: poverty lines, family concept, updated 
and valid records, etc. 

 It builds capacity: information source and training structures. 

 It has instruments: questionnaire and systems. 

 It has inbuilt incentives: federal programs reach local families 
and budget transfers award good management. 

 It has a communication strategy: letters, messages, printed 
handout materials, weekly mailing to all municipalities.  

The Unified Registry is a historical development, achieved along 

10 years of social policies’ expansion 

What is the Unified Registry?  



Users of the Unified Registry 



 Rules to use the Unified Registry: 

 No adulteration of concepts and procedures, 
regardless the social program considered; 

 Elaborates its own monitoring systems. 

 Systems, database exchange and publications to 
give access to the Unified Registry information. 

 Rules for data matching; 

 Dissemination of data concepts and data 
collection practices 

 Privacy protection and data security: challenge 
for decentralized policies. 

Uses of the Unified Registry 



Unified 
Registry 

Selection 
and 

targeting 

Research and 
Development 

Automatic  through 
data matching 

(Bolsa Família, Bolsa 
Estiagem and  Bolsa 

Verde). 

On demand: query 
mechanisms 

Pensions for low 
income housewives; 
housing  programs, 
electricity discounts 

policy. 

Targeting 
analysis (Luz 
para Todos) 

Implementation 
priorities 

(Pronatec and 
Mais Educação) 

Public policy 
planning and 
management 

Uses of the Unified Registry 



The Unified Registry Data Query: CECAD 



The Unified Registry Data Query: CECAD 



The Unified Registry Data Query: CECAD 



The Unified Registry Data Query 

 Directly onto the data entry software (V7) 

 Online query directly in data entry software: 
not all data is retrieved but position has no lag. 

 D+1 batch query:  for larger sets of families and 
persons. 

Periodical database matching: protocol for 
personal data pairing 

 Hard to keep historical data and little 
systematization. 



Ministry of 
Health 

Ministry of 
Education 

Ministry of 
Environment 

Ministry of 
Cities 

Ministry of 
Integration 

Ministry of Agrarian 
Development 

Ministry of 
Energy 

Brazilian Electricity 
Regulatory Agency 

National 
Telecommunication 

Agency 

Ministry of Social 
Security 

National Institute of 
Social Security 

Brazilian Service of 
Support to the Micro 

and Small  
Entrepreneurs (SEBRAE) 

Ministry of 
Communication 

Ministry of Social 
Development and Fight 
against Hunger(MDS) 

Caixa 

Presidency and Staff 

Integration of Policy Makers 

Municipalities 

Unified Registry 



Policies are drivers of registry inclusion and updating: 
challenge is to accommodate policies’ timing with 
local level institutional capacity. 

Understanding and respecting the Unified Registry´s 
concepts and federative responsibilities. 

Availability of diversified tools to retrieve the Unified 
Registry’s information. 

Systematize in one unique platform the programs 
beneficiaries data base. 

Ongoing Challenges 



Thank you! 
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